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and the puzzle of trying to judge for ourselves
what kind of a person she really was and how far
she herself helped to win the great successes of
her reign. Her own motto was " I see and J
Keeg^Silence ", and that is very true. The
events of her life must speak for her; she will not
tell us herself.
We are so accustomed to think of her as a great
queen that we do not always realize how clouded
and unhappy her childhood was, and how un-
fortunate the beginning of her life. She was born
at Greenwich Palace on yth September, 1533, the
first child of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn,
Henry had longed for a son, and with reason.
England had never had a woman sovereign. Cen-
turies before, William the Conqueror's grand-
daughter, the Empress Matilda, had struggled for
the throne, but she never really reigned. Recently
the devastating Wars of the Roses had stamped on
.all men's minds the need for an undisputed
succession to the throne. But Henry had no son
and heir. His first wife, Katherine of Aragon,
had one living daughter, Mary, now sixteen
years old, but the four boys born to her had
either been still-born or lived only a few days.
It had become certain she would not have another
child, and while Henry was in despair he had
fallen in love with one of the court ladies. Anne
Boleyn, Elizabeth's mother, came from an English
country family. Her home was in Norfolk, her
father a Knight and through her mother she was